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WEATHER ON THE BACK PAGE OF SPORTS

TODAY 
88 / 76
Partly cloudy; 
20% chance of rain

TUESDAY 
88 / 77
Mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY 
88 / 76
Chance of 
thunderstorms

INSIDE, A10

Imam says Mateen’s 
visits for prayer short
Dr. Syed Shafeeq Rahman says 
the Orlando nightclub shooter  
didn’t socialize after he prayed at 
the mosque in Fort Pierce.

INSIDE, A9

FBI twice interviewed 
gunman, in 2013, 2014
Agents found no discernable ties 
to terrorism after Omar Mateen 
allegedly made inflammatory 
comments to his co-workers.

INSIDE, A7

Shooter’s former wife 
says he was not stable
Married to him for a short time, 
she says he used to beat her 
over things such as the wash not 
being finished when he got home.

LOCAL, B1

Horror, disbelief among  
reactions in the county
Members of the gay and lesbian 
community, as well as elected 
officials, express shock and 
outrage over the shootings.
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By Kimberly Miller, Joe Capozzi and Daphne Duret
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

ORLANDO — The deadliest mass shooting in Ameri-
ca’s history struck at Florida’s very core early Sun-
day, killing 50 people in an Orlando nightclub min-
utes from the global hub of Disney World and in the 
name of the global terrorism group the Islamic State.

Omar Mateen, a 29-year-old Treasure Coast resi-
dent, registered Democrat, U.S. citizen, father and 
Indian River Community College graduate, was 
identified as the shooter.

More than 50 people also were wounded in the 
vicious 2 a.m. attack at the Pulse nightclub on 
Orange Avenue, where an estimated 300 clubgo-
ers scrambled to escape Mateen’s rampage.

Shooter called 
911 before he 
stormed club 
Omar Mateen was U.S. citizen from 
Fla.; parents were from Afghanistan. 

NIGHTCLUB MASSACRE

Pulse continued on A6

‘I SAW BODIES ON THE
FLOOR ... IT WAS CHAOS’

6 PAGES OF EXPANDED COVERAGE INSIDE

50 killed in deadliest 
shooting in U.S. history

Shooter lived and 
worked in our area

Terror grips patrons
at gay nightclub

Friends and family members embrace Sunday outside the headquarters of the Orlando Police Department in the aftermath of a mass shooting at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 
that killed at least 50 people. The gunman had been investigated twice by the FBI for possible connections to terrorism. STEVE NESIUS / REUTERS 

GET CONTINUAL  
UPDATES ONLINE

»» Orlando mass shooting – what 
we know now.

»» Video: Survivor stories from 
the scene.

»» Gallery: Photos from our 
award-winning photographers.
See all this and more at 
myPalmBeachPost.com/
orlandoshooting.

EXPANDED COVERAGE

Extra content for 
subscribers only
» To see more pages of stories 
and photos about the tragedy 
at the Orlando nightclub, go to 
PalmBeachPost.com/epaper. 

This undated image shows Omar Mateen, who authorities say killed 
dozens of people inside the Pulse nightclub in Orlando on Sunday. The 
gunman died in a gunfight with SWAT officers, police said. MYSPACE VIA AP

By Pat Beall, Lawrence Mower 
and Christine Stapleton
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

FORT PIERCE — On the face of it, Omar Mateen’s 
worst scrape with the law was a $135 traffic ticket 
in 2008 — he made a bad right turn.

The only complaint Mateen’s Port St. Lucie neigh-
bors had with the former New Yorker was with peo-
ple visiting his house at odd times of day and night.

He prayed at a mosque with his 3-year-old son. 
He voted for president in 2008 and in the congres-
sional elections of 2014.

That was the truth about Omar Mateen, but it 
was only part of the truth.

Twice catching the attention of the FBI, Mateen 
was linked to a homegrown suicide bomber whose 
first Facebook entry was a video of an imam call-

Co-worker says  
shooter showed 
erratic behavior
Omar Mateen went ‘boiled-rabbit 
crazy’ over objections to his rants. 

THE GUNMAN

Mateen continued on A7


