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ORLANDO (AP) — A 
gunman wielding an assault-
type rifle and a handgun 
opened fire inside a crowded 
gay nightclub early Sunday, 
killing at least 50 people 
before dying in a gunfight 
with SWAT officers, police 
said. It was the deadliest 
mass shooting in modern 
U.S. history.

Authorities were inves-
tigating the attack on the 
Florida dance club as an act 
of terrorism. The gunman’s 
father recalled that his son 
recently got angry when 
he saw two men kissing in 
Miami and said that might 
be related to the assault.

The shooter called 911 

shortly before the attack and 
referenced ISIS, FBI agent 
Ronald Hopper said.

At least 53 people were 
hospitalized, most in criti-
cal condition, officials said. 
A surgeon at Orlando 
Regional Medical Center 
said the death toll was likely 
to climb.

“There’s blood every-
where,” Orlando Mayor 
Buddy Dyer said.

All of the dead were killed 
with the assault rifle, accord-
ing to Rep. Alan Grayson, a 
Florida Democrat.

Witnesses described 
a chaotic scene when the 

‘There’s blood everywhere’

Orlando gay nightclub 
targeted; shooter 
killed by the police

“Some guy walked in and started shooting everybody. He had an automatic rifle, 
so nobody stood a chance. I just tried to get out of there.”

JACKIE SMITH
who had two friends next to her get shot

50 DIE IN NATION’S DEADLIEST MASS SHOOTING IN HISTORY

AP photos

Family members wait for word from police Sunday morning after arriving down the street from a shooting involving multiple fatalities at Pulse Orlando nightclub.

Ray Rivera, left, a DJ at Pulse Orlando nightclub, is 
consoled by a friend, outside of the Orlando Police 
Department after the shooting.SEE SHOOTING | A2

  The shooter called 911 shortly before the 
nightclub attack and referenced ISIS

  The suspect exchanged gunfire with 
14 police officers at the Orlando club

  At least 53 people were hospitalized, 
most reported in critical condition

Shooter was a religious 
man, security guard

FORT PIERCE (AP) — He 
was a body builder and a 
security guard, a 
religious man who 
attended the local 
mosque and who at 
one point expressed 
interest in becom-
ing a police officer, 
though he never pur-
sued it.

Early Sunday, 
29-year-old Omar 
Mateen gunned 
down 50 people at 
a gay nightclub in Orlando, 
police said.

Mateen was the son of an 
Afghan immigrant who had 
a talk show in the United 
States, the nature of which 
was not entirely clear: A 
former Afghan official said 

the program was pro-Tal-
iban and a former colleague 
said it was enthusiastically 

pro-American.
Mateen attended 

evening prayer ser-
vices at the city’s 
Islamic Center 
three to four times a 
week, most recently 
with his young son, 
said Iman Syed 
Shafeeq Rahman. 
Although he was not 
very social, he also 

showed no signs of violence, 
Rahman said. He said he 
last saw Mateen on Friday.

“When he finished prayer 
he would just leave,” Rah-
man told The Associated 
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